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Small investing gaps can lead 
to big retirement shortfalls 

we help close them.

Take Advantage of Your Self-Directed Brokerage Option

401k // 403b // 457 // 401a

Build a Better
Retirement



What is an SDBA 
(Self-Directed Brokerage Account)
Many employer-based retirement plans now offer a Self-Directed Brokerage Account (SDBA) as an in-
vestment option, expanding beyond the traditional core menu of mutual funds.
An SDBA is availble in:

This option allows plan participants to:
•	 Access a broader range of investments
•	 Work directly with a financial advisor
•	 Stay within their current plan and provider login—assets do not leave the employer’s plan

An SDBA gives participants greater control, customization, and opportunity,  
while retaining the familiar structure of their retirement account.

Now that you have access to more investment choices 
and advisor support, the next question becomes: 

Are you optimizing your retirement performance?
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30 Years of Average Equity Fund Investor vs. the S&P 500 Index
The Average Investor Does 3% Worse Each Year Than the Index *

* Average Equity Investor as determined by Dalbar | Study source: Dalbar QAIB 2024 study, Morningstar, Inc. Past performance does not guarantee 
future results. The S&P 500 Index is an unmanaged float-adjusted market capitalization-weighted index that is generally considered representative 
of the U.S. stock market. Other indexes may be more appropriate to benchmark your investments against. It is not possible to invest directly in an 
index. Data is provided for illustrative purposes only, it does not represent actual performance of any client portfolio or account and it should not be 
interpreted as an indication of such performance. © 2022 Index Fund Advisors, Inc (IFA.com).

Have You Thought  
About Your Performance?
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Source: JP Morgan: 2024 Defined Contribution Plan Participant Survey Findings

75% of retirement plan participants want 
help from financial professionals.

Why It Pays to Have an Advisor
Working with a financial advisor isn’t just about peace of mind.  
It can make a significant difference in long-term outcomes.
Case Example:
A 35-year-old investor with $250,000 and 10% savings rate can end up with:

That’s a 125% increase in lifetime net worth, even after accounting for advisor fees.

$2.23M 
working with an advisor

$991K  
without an advisor

Professional Guidance Adds Measurable Value
Industry studies estimate that professional financial advice can add between

1.5% to 4.0% to long-term portfolio returns.

Source: Vanguard 2022, Envestnet 2019, Russell Investments 2022



PathFinder provides an expanded lineup of investment solutions that goes beyond your 
current employer offerings. It provides the opportunity for employees to more actively 
manage their retirement account and contributions.

Access to your own financial advisor

The same login and statements that you currently use 
(assets do not leave the employer’s plan)

More investment options in a portfolio tailored to you

Same rules as your current work retirement plan,  
including contribution match eligibility

The Self-Directed Brokerage Option Offers

How Can You Get Help
From Your Financial Advisor?

What You Can Expect:

Better Retirement Decisions, Together
Advisors Capital Management partners with financial advisors to help plan participants make smarter, 
personalized investment decisions, without leaving their employer retirement plan.

Direct collaboration with your financial advisor

Better aligned investment risk, based on your comfort level

Investments designed in tandem with your goals and anticipated retirement date

Because retirement isn’t one-size-fits-all. And neither is your portfolio.

Tel: 201-447-3400 | info@advisorscapital.com | 10 Wilsey Square, Suite 200 | Ridgewood, NJ 07450 

© 2025 Advisors Capital Management, LLC • Advisors Capital Management, LLC (“ACM”) is an investment adviser registered with the 
United States Securities and Exchange Commission. Registration does not imply a certain level of skill or training. All written content on 
this site is for information purposes only. Opinions expressed herein are solely those of ACM, unless otherwise specifically cited. Material 
presented is believed to be from reliable sources and no representations are made by our firm as to another parties’ informational 
accuracy or completeness. All information or ideas provided should be discussed in detail prior to implementation. All investing involves 
risk, including the potential for loss of principal. There is no guarantee that any investment plan or strategy will be successful. Past 
performance is not a guarantee of future results. Indices are not available for direct investment. Any investor who attempts to mimic the 
performance of an index would incur fees and expenses which would reduce returns.




